Dear Friends and colleagues
Welcome to the Christmas edition (10/00) of SERI’s InfoMail.
The monthly published electronic news bulletin of the Vienna
Sustainable Europe Research Institute (SERI).
You are receiving this InfoMail because you indicated an interest in
SERI's activities.
For unsubscribe information see the end of this InfoMail.
The SERI team wishes you a pleasant reading and we hope you’ll find some
topics of interest in our InfoMail.
This month included: The SERI Christmas Special.
We wish all of you, your families and friends, a
***Merry Christmas***and a happy New Year 2001.
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SERI-News: General news from SERI and SERI members
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
TICKER***********SERI TICKER***********SERI TICKER***********SERI

SERI’s new Internet Forum on innovative ECO-Lifestyles started on the 4th of
December 2000.
First Question: “What is the Eco-Lifestyle of the 3rd millennium?”
The forum is a free space for discussion. No formal registration is required. It will
take place in English language on the site of the Sustainable Europe Research
Institute.
New questions will be asked and discussed, linked to the on-going debate. The
forum is planned to last at least until the end of January 2001.

For YOUR participation and contribution to our Forum don’t forget to click below from
December, 04 on:
>>>>>>>>>>> www.seri.at/eis/forum <<<<<<<<<<<<
For more recommendation and information please contact Francois Schneider at
francois@seri.at.

This is the end of the
**SERI TICKER***********SERI TICKER***********SERI TICKER***********SERI
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
SERI board and general meetings
A SERI board of directors meeting took place on December 1, 2000 in Vienna,
Schwarzspanierstr. 4/8. It was directly followed by the annual General meeting.
During both gatherings Fritz Hinterberger summarized SERI’s past accomplishments
and gave an outlook for the coming year. Ines Omann augmented the picture with
the financial report. Both reports were approved by the various bodies. Christopher
Manstein became the new director for the research area of sustainable production
and Gisela Bosch replaced Christopher Manstein as controller.
The complete minutes for both meetings will be available to all SERI members at our
membership website: www.seri.at/members. The annual report will be published for
the general public at the news page of SERI at www.seri.at/newse.htm.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
SERI continued to be invited
to events concerning the development of sustainability policies
From September 29th to October 2nd, Joachim Spangenberg participated in a
conference on sustainable development policies held at the State University of
Kaliningrad, Russia, giving a presentation on Concepts of Sustainable Development.
The English version of his presentation is available at:
www.seri.at/personendaten/js/Kaliningrad.doc.
A Russian version is under preparation.
See also below for “Russian Sustainability booklet under way” in category five of this
InfoMail.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Sustainability concepts seminar in Berlin
On October 23rd/24th, the Heinrich Boell Foundation in Co-operation with Friends of
the Earth held a seminar in Berlin, comparing sustainability concepts from different
regions of the world. Among the participants were Wolfgang Sachs (as a moderator)
Duncan McLaren, Kevin Dunion, Joachim Spangenberg along with many others
such as Manus van Brakel (FoE NL), Theo Anderson (FoE Ghana) and Karin
Nansen (FoE Uruguay) together with a number of renowned international experts.
A documentation of the meeting will available from the Heinrich Boell Foundation
early next year.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
Fritz Hinterberger has been appointed to the scientific board of an interesting new
Austrian Journal: "Natur und Kultur" (nature and culture).
See www.natur-kultur.at for details.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
E-Commerce and the Environment
Roman H. Mesicek attended the Joint Symposium on E-Commerce and the
Environment held on October 24th and 25th, 2000 by the New York Academy of
Sciences and the Tellus Institute. The Symposium attracted 105 participants, the
majority of them scientists, but also from such companies as AT&T and Ford. About
90% of the People dealing with environmental issues in relation to the Information
Society were present.
Details can be found at http://www.green-eCommerce.com.
For information on our activities in this field please bookmark http://www.seri.de/eis.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
SERI supports “ÖKO PLEXX"
– a modern shopping center for sustainable products in Vienna
The "Die Umweltberatung Wien" (www.umweltberatung.at) is planning a shopping
center for sustainable products and services in the City of Vienna. Modern shops
with ecological products and a broad offer of services, including a repair-network,
shall be provided in one place. As soon as Die Umweltberatung Wien secured
funding for the project preparation phase SERI, among other scientific institutes, will
be working with them on various issues. Our first task will be to formulate minimum

and specific selection criteria for each product and service group. These criteriacatalogues shall guarantee that the products and services follow ecological and
social standards and will give the consumer specific environmental and social
information on each product sold.
For more information surf to
http://www.seri.de/prodcon/plannedprojects/overview.htm and click
“Öko Plexx” Vienna.
For details please contact roman.mesicek@seri.at.
================================================================

Project-Overview:
News from our projects, our other work and new research fields
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
SERI starts a new research on sustainable finance
"Sustainable Finance:
Implications of changing financial environments for companies"
Sustainability is a key factor in global financial markets: It is relevant for investors as
it affects to corporate financial performance. On the one hand, sustainability-issues
can lead to massive losses (e.g. US-superfund-legislation), on the other hand it
fosters innovation (e.g. fuel cell).
An accelerating evolution is already observable especially in Europe: The markets
are aroused. Traditional financial players appear in the market and start to
mainstream sustainability.
Based on the assumption that sustainability is a long term trend, we start to analyse
scenarios of possible future financial markets.
See details at: www.seri.at/finance-e.htm.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
Draft paper on traffic congestion
A draft version of our paper on "road traffic congestion" can now be downloaded
from www.seri.at/congestion.htm.
We would be grateful for any comment.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

“Eco-Efficiency of regions” report available
The "5th Environmental Conference of Regional Ministers and Political Leaders in
the EU" will take place in Villach ( Carinthia / Austria) from 27th to 28th September
2001.
SERI presented a paper, commissioned by the Government of Carinthia and
supported by the Austrian ministry of the environment to promote the attractiveness
and transparency of the theme "eco-efficient regions". The aim is to convince the
members of the steering group for the preparation of the conference that this topic
should be put on the agenda.
In the course of the European process to integrate ecological affairs in all levels and
areas of politics, the European regions play an important but hitherto rather
neglected role. Therefore, this SERI-project is an initiative to make this topic
politically more relevant. An important role has been identified for the introduction of
headline indicators of an economically, environmentally, and socially sustainable
development.
Please find the paper at
www.seri.at/regions/eeregion.pdf,
www.seri.at/regions/regions.htm for the abstract first.

or

click

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Completed projects: Italian National Plan for Sustainable Development

In co-operation with the Wuppertal Institute SERI has been consulting the national
institution ENEA in the preparation of the Italian National Plan for Sustainable
Development, which will be presented to the public in 2001. In its consulting papers
SERI provided the scientific background for the introductory chapters dealing with
the interlinkages between Environment and Development.

For more information in English please view
www.seri.at/societies/completed/italia.htm.
If you prefer the German language please go here for detailed information:
www.seri.at/gesellschaften/abgeschlossen/italien.htm.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
For detailed information about SERI’s projects please surf to:

www.seri.at/engprojects.htm.
================================================================

Friends: Seri and ... (News about co-operation and partnerships)
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Unpaid Work and Sustainability
The Science Centre North-Rhine Westphalia in Germany is currently in the final
stage of a project concerning the future role of the service sector.
SERI members Joachim Spangenberg and Sylvia Lorek have contributed an
analysis of the value of unpaid work and its future development in different
sustainability scenarios.
You’ll find this paper for download at www.seri.at/personendaten/js/unpaid.doc.
Further on a book on this theme (unfortunately only in German) will be published in
2001 by the Wuppertal Institute and the Institute for Work and Technology in
Gelsenkirchen.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
Sustainable Europe and Conosur Sustentable go Rio+10
On October 23rd [...] international experts like Joan Martinez-Alier met to discuss the
next follow up of the Rio conference. The NGO representatives present at the
meeting explained how the sustainability concepts will be used as an input to Rio+10
conference.
This will be supported by the FoE/SERI "Pathfinder Project".
Click here for the SERI web page on The Pathfinder Process:
http://www.seri.at/societies/currentprojects/pathfinder.htm.
More information can be obtained from Friends of the Earth at
www.foei.org and www.foeeurope.org.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
SERI would still like to invite post-doc researchers intending to apply for Marie Curie
Fellowships to work with SERI or members of the SERI network in other parts of
Europe. See www.cordis.lu/improving/src/hp_mcf.htm for more, or try the links below
for detailed information:
http://www.cordis.lu/improving/src/hp_ncp.htm

http://www.cordis.lu/improving/src/mc_tsf_pg.htm
http://improving-mcf.sti.jrc.it/project/
http://www.mariecurie.org/
http://www.cordis.lu/tmr/src/grants1.htm
But we are also looking for interesting places of research to which our researchers
could go for some time!
================================================================

Selected publications: Book reviews and announcements from SERI members
and related writers and publishers
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
New Wuppertal Paper by
Hermann E. OTT and Wolfgang SACHS:
„Ethical Aspects of Emissions Trading”
Ethical Aspects of Emissions Trading – Contribution to the World Council of
Churches Consultation on "Equity and Emission Trading - Ethical and Theological
Dimensions", Saskatoon, Canada, May 9-14, 2000.
Published as Wuppertal Paper No. 110.
To download the paper click:
http://www.wupperinst.org/Publikationen/WP/WP110.pdf.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
For more information about these and other publications please visit:
www.seri.at/engpublic.htm.
================================================================

Links + Other:
News about other activities, hints and advice on dates, workshops etc.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
DID YOU KNOW THAT:
According to our log-files www.seri.at has been visited nearly 9300 times from July
2000 until 22nd of November?

This means an average of about 1900 visits per month or 65 per day. In August
www.seri.at could attract 2400 visitors in September only 1600. At least 1600
DIFFERENT persons have visited the site, because this is the number of different IPaddresses registered.
The average www.seri.at-user visits 8 different pages, loads 15 pictures and stays
about 10 Minutes on the site. Every second visitor does a download.
Most people enjoy the SERI-pages between 10 and 12 am, but the server is busy
between 8 and 12 pm too.
About 40 percent of the visitors are located in Austria and Germany, 60 percent
come from all over the world, but mainly from Italy, UK, France, Finland, Norway and
the USA.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
Russian Sustainability booklet under way
Following a Workshop hosted by the State University of Kaliningrad in Cooperation
with the international Network of Engineers and Scientists from Sept. 29th to Oct.
2nd, a first bilingual (English/Russian) is under preparation. It covers the concept of
sustainability, sustainable development and employment, local sustainability and the
role universities can play.
As there is hardly any such information available in Russian, this is an important step
for largest nation of the World.
Copies of the booklet can be ordered early next year from INES at:
INES_NAT@t-online.de.
More information about INES is available at
www.mindspring.com/~uso16262/ines/html.
See also the contribution from SERI member Joachim Spangenberg to this
workshop in category one: “SERI continued to be invited […].”
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
POSTI conference announcement
"POLICY AGENDAS FOR SUSTAINABLE TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATION"
London/U.K., December 1 – 3, 2000
This will be the third of four conferences organised as part of the European POSTI
(POSTI = Policy Agendas for Sustainable Technological Innovation) project:
"Policies for Sustainable Technological Innovation".
The London conference will focus on the policy implications of Science, Technology
and Society (STS) research on socially, economically and environmentally

acceptable technological innovation. It will draw upon the body of recent and current
post-graduate and post-doctoral research in Europe as well as the work of senior
academic researchers in STS and professionals in the world of policy research,
development and implementation.
For participation details and for more information on the POSTI – project please click
http://www.esst.uio.no/posti/cfp.html or mail your inquiries to g.s.perkins@uel.ac.uk.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
Announcement of the 4th Toulouse Conference on
ENVIRONMENT AND RESOURCE ECONOMICS
"Property Rights, Institutions and Management of Environmental and Natural
Resources"
Toulouse/France, May 3 - 4, 2001
The objective of the conference is to review recent developments of the economic
analysis of property rights and special institutions involved in the management of
natural resources. Both surveys and new analysis, either empirical or theoretical,
papers are welcome. Given the abundance of such institutions in rural economics,
the overlap with development economics is expected to be large. But the main focus
of the conference is not development economics per se. Such institutions exist too in
the most developed countries.
For participation details click http://www.feem.it/web/activ/tolouse.html or mail your
inquiries to eberle@feem.it.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
Announcement of the
5th NORDIC ENVIRONMENTAL RESEARCH CONFERENCE
„The Ecological Modernisation of Society”
Aarhus/Denmark, June 14 – 16, 2001
As a result of projects now close to their finalisation carried out under the Danish
Strategic Environmental Research Programme 1997-2000 the organizers prepare a
programme of workshops, distinguished keynote speakers and panel debates as
well as first-hand acquaintance with the gradual ecological transformation taking
place in Denmark, through excursions to ecological farms, offshore windmills and
urban eco-logical projects.
Contributions are sought from the international research community at large.
More information and on-line registration will be available at the conference website:

http://www.au.dk/cesam/ecolo.htm from mid-November 2000 on.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
For other interesting links click below:
http://www.seri.at/elinks/index.htm
================================================================
SERI’s Christmas Special
Here are some nice and interesting links from Finland (Lapland), the official home of
Santa Claus:
You can watch Santa Claus at http://www.santaclauslive.com/index.html or at
http://www.santatelevision.com/.
To learn more about Santa’s job surf straight to his office at
http://www.santaclausoffice.fi/ or go to the official websites provided by the Finish
government supporting Santa Claus at
http://virtual.finland.fi/finfo/english/xmas.html.
Enjoy your stay at this websites and get enchanted by the Christmas mood.
================================================================

GOING ON IN VIENNA
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
The next internal SERI seminar (to which we invite interested guests) will take place
on Monday, January 8th 2001, 2-6 pm.
We will discuss indicators and management of land use to complement energy and
materials indicators. For those interested in the subject, we would like to transmit the
meeting via the internet.
For details contact: Arnim Wiek (awiek@student.ethz.ch).
================================================================
These were our messages and news for this month. Please don’t hesitate to contact
us for detailed information on our projects and for possibilities in co-operation and
partnership. It’s a challenge to start an interactive dialogue of exchanging
experiences. You are all invited to participate in this process.
================================================================

SERI is the first "virtual" research institute with associated researchers all over
Europe. If you want to get more detailed information on the Institute and its members
please visit our website: http://www.seri.at.
The Sustainable Europe Research Institute, together with a supporting legal
association, exists since September 1999 according to Austrian Law. The
headquarters have been established in Vienna. We would like to invite you to
participate in this undertaking.
The Sustainable Europe Research Institute (SERI) is a Pan-European think tank
aiming to explore sustainable development options for European societies. SERI's
research agenda and methodology is based on previous work carried out by Friends
of the Earth and the Wuppertal Institute. The Institute aims to develop the concept of
environmental space and shows ways to substantially reduce the resource
throughput of modern industrial societies. The research carried out by members of
SERI supports the dialogue within European civil society. It specifically aims to
further develop the exchange of ideas between environmental citizens organisations,
governments, trade unions and industry.
The scientific dialogue SERI aims to engender is supported by its web page and this
newsletter, conferences, meetings as well as publications.
================================================================
Please contribute to our FORUM: “What do we expect from a Sustainable Europe
Research Institute?” at: http://www.seri.at/forum/index.html.
================================================================
surf to: www.seri.at
mail to: info@seri.at
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
How to find us:
For details surf to www.seri.at/engfind.htm.
================================================================
NOTICE:
You are receiving this InfoMail because you indicated an interest in SERI's activities.
Please tell friends and colleagues about SERI and its work. Anyone can sign up the
InfoMail for a free subscription.
If you have any suggestions to improve our InfoMail please let us know.

If you would prefer not to receive our InfoMail, please send an EMail with the subject
unsubscribe to info@seri.at.
Have a nice day – your SERI-Team.
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