Dear Friends and colleagues:
The Vienna Sustainable Europe Research Institute (SERI) welcomes you to
the August/September edition (07/00) of our monthly published SERI InfoMail.
You are receiving this InfoMail because you indicated an interest in
SERI's activities.
For unsubscribe information see the end of this InfoMail.
The SERI team wishes you a pleasant reading and we hope you’ll find some
topics of interest in our InfoMail.
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SERI-News: General news from SERI and SERI members
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
New project area: Labour and Environment
This is the title of a new area of research SERI is starting under its „Sustainable
Societies“ Programme.
In a transfer process of an earlier project, in which several SERI members were
involved before its foundation, results will be presented and made available to the
public and decision makers (see below).
Besides, SERI together with the iff Social Ecology of Vienna is planning a project
"labour and environment in Austria", where, starting from the experiences and results
from the first project, sustainable paths for Austria in the area "labour and
environment" are going to be developed.
Click www.seri.at/l-and-e for further details
and see also below for more on this projects.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
"South-north material flows and ecologically unequal exchange"

SERI plans to establish a new research area entitled „Material Flows in
South-North Trade Relations and Ecologically Unequal Exchange“.
Within the framework of this new research area, SERI focuses on the analysis
of material flows in south-north trade relations. In co-operation with
partner institutions in southern countries, SERI aims to demonstrate the
impacts of the specialisation on the export of resource intensive primary
commodities and the long-term consequences for future economic development
potentials in the southern countries. Furthermore, material flow analyses
are especially suitable to show the unequal exchange of natural resources in
the world trade system.
For a presentation of the research area visit:
www.seri.at/globalisation/southnorth.htm
===============================================================

Project-Overview:
News from our projects, our other work and new research fields
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Employment and Environment – The Transfer Process
From January 1998 to spring 2000, more than 100 researchers were involved in the
„Employment and Environment“ project, exploring ways to reconcile job creation,
economic competitiveness and environmental protection. The Science Centre for the
Social Sciences Berlin WZB, the German Institute for Economic Research DIW and
the Wuppertal Institute for Climate, Environment, Energy collaborated in a project
commissioned by the German trade unions’ Hans-Boeckler-Foundation (see www.aund-oe.de).
SERI (together with WZB and DIW) has been entrusted with the transfer process,
making the results available for trade unions and the civil society at large. This
includes presentations to the boards and staff members of all major trade unions,
public presentations and publications. The board of the German Trade union
Federation already welcomed the results and declared its intention to use them for
debate and campaigning.
Click www.seri.at/l-and-e-g for details.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
Sustainable Consumption in OECD Countries

To consider the impacts of household food consumption patterns of environmental
sustainability the OECD set up four national case studies. They will explore the
dynamics behind changes in household preferences for food and the opportunities
and obstacles for more sustainable styles of food consumption.
The Austrian case study is done by CULINAR. The CULINAR Institute of Nutritional
Culture and Food Economics mainly focusses to the food chain and related
branches (tourism, wellness, public health etc.) CULINAR carries out market
research, cluster analysis, life style analysis, cultural studies, strategic development,
project management and consulting.
In cooperation with CULINAR SERI brings into the project their experience from the
sustainable consumption debate.
For further details about the Study:
"The Environmental Impacts of Household Food Consumption in Austria - National
case Study to the OECD Programme on Sustainable Consumption",
contact sylvia.lorek@seri.de or harald.payer@culinar.at.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
Macro data for material input analysis
In a new, small project, SERI is helping the Factor 10 Innovation Network to study
conditions for collecting, generating, and validating natural resource productivity
data, a project commissioned by the German research ministry and the Austrian
innovation ministry. The study is expected to be completed by the end of October
2000.
The results are quite likely the starting point for a European initiative to build up
Resource Productivity Registries - PROREGIS centers.
For further details contact Christopher Manstein at: manstein@ktn-messen.co.at.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
For detailed information about SERI’s projects please surf to:
www.seri.at/engprojects.htm.
===============================================================

Friends: Seri and ... (News about co-operation and partnerships)
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Agenda 21 in the Peoples Republic of China

As one of the first countries in the World, the Peoples Republic of China started
working on a national Agenda 21, making it a political priority issue for the next five
years plan. The result – Chinas Agenda 21 – is an impressive policy plan, which
goes far beyond the environment by including economic and social development as
well, and by calling for full participation of the public at large. This way, the plan sets
a standard challenging many industrialised countries around the World. One core
element of the preferred direction of sustainable development is the transition
towards a knowledge intensive circle economy than produces wealth with a minimum
of natural resources used.
Since experience with the positive as well as the negative sides of such a circle
economy is abundant in Germany, SERI Vice President Joachim H. Spangenberg
was invited by the Friedrich Ebert Foundation for a series of lectures and high level
talks in Shanghai, Chinas pilot area for sustainable development. The impression
there was quite mixed: on the one hand, significant efforts are undertaken to
modernise the industry and to enhance recycling, on the other hand the intention of
the government to enhance private consumption by encouraging the purchase of
private cars could undermine all efforts to sustainable development. Nonetheless
progress is significant, and so are the opportunities for sustainable development.
High levels of education, a good health care system and the absence of obvious
poverty provide good preconditions for this.
Within the next decade, it will be China that decides about global sustainability more
than any other nation, depending on the development path it chooses.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
Sustainability Indicators for Central Asia
„What isn’t measured doesn’t get managed“ a business phrase says. Therefore
sustainability indicators are of utmost importance when it comes to developing,
implementing and monitoring national and regional sustainable development plans.
Supported by UNDP, the five Central Asian countries around the Aral Sea are
working on such a plan, and SERI’s Vice President Joachim H. Spangenberg was
invited to assist with the indicator development. After a training seminar in Almaty,
Kazaksthan, in May this year, a set of indicators was developed, based on the
Environmental Space concept, but modified to suit the specifics of the region. It will
be combined with an econometric and a hydrogeological model to help identify the
most appropriate sustainable development strategies for the region.
Furthermore, the possibility is just being explored to test the United Nations‘ new set
of sustainable development indicators in the region, in a comparative study with
partners from the Amazon basin. The draft manual for the test has been completed
in July and is now discussed by the UN and in the regions.
In case of a positive result, SERI newsletter readers will be kept updated.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

The Efficient Entrepreneur - a must for 2001
The United Nations Environment Programme's Division of Technology, Industry and
Environment (UNEP DTIE) [www.uneptie.org] and the Eco-Efficiency and
Sustainable Enterprise team [www.oekoeffizienz.de, from September online] at the
Wuppertal Institute [www.wupperinst.org] have jointly developed the Efficient
Entrepreneur Calendar for small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs). This
calendar guides businesses through a programme that simultaneously saves money,
increases efficiency and profits, and reduces environmental damage. In combination
with an additional booklet (The Efficient Entrepreneur Assistant), the Calendar helps
companies find out how much energy, water and raw materials they consume, how
much pollution (such as waste, air and water emissions and noise) they produce,
where they affect the health of employees, how they are integrated into the
community, and where costs can be reduced and customer satisfaction improved.
On the basis of "You can't manage what you can't measure", it introduces
performance measures that are easy to assess and evaluate. The calendar charts a
"month-by-month" programme that ends with a simple Efficient Entrepreneur report.
Through a diverse set of information "gatekeepers" (e.g., chambers of commerce,
industry associations, companies, banks and insurance companies) on the
international, national, regional and especially local level, the calendar will be
distributed
world-wide.
Aiming at enhancing the SME networking activities, UNEP and the Wuppertal
Institute are also aiming at launching an Internet based information and
communication platform for SME - "The Efficient Entrepreneur Online". SME which
have gathered information with the Efficient Entrepreneur Calendar over the year will
be able to display this information to external stakeholders at low cost. Companies
looking for responsible suppliers in their supply chain could easily find them worldwide.
In order to distribute the Efficient Entrepreneur Calendar world-wide, UNEP/the
Wuppertal Institute are looking for national sponsors which help to translate, print or
market the Calendar and its guidebook. For more information about the Calendar,
sponsor conditions and sponsor benefits, please contact the project manager of the
Efficient Entrepreneur Calendar, Michael Kuhndt at:
efficient-entrepreneur@wupperinst.org
or visit: www.efficient-entrepreneur.net (from September online).
To order online visit: www.earthprint.com.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
SERI would still like to invite post-doc researchers intending to apply for Marie Curie
Fellowships to work with SERI or members of the SERI network in other parts of
Europe. See www.cordis.lu/improving/src/hp_mcf.htm for more, or try the links below
for detailed information:

http://www.cordis.lu/improving/src/hp_ncp.htm
http://www.cordis.lu/improving/src/mc_tsf_pg.htm
http://improving-mcf.sti.jrc.it/project /
http://www.mariecurie.org/
http://www.cordis.lu/tmr/src/grants1.htm
But we are also looking for interesting places of research to which our researchers
could go for some time!
===============================================================

Selected publications: Book reviews and announcements from SERI members and
related writers and publishers.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Information on: The International Journal of Sustainable Development
One of the journals covering a broad range of SERI topics is the International
Journal of Sustainable Development, a refereed, international journal, published in 4
issues per year, providing an international forum and authoritative source of
information, analyses and discussions on all aspects of sustainable development. It
has established an effective channel for communication between policymakers,
government agencies, concerned citizens, consumer bodies, industry, public
authorities and members of academic and research institutions.
Fritz Hinterberger, President of SERI, is on the editorial board of the IJSD, which is
co-edited by Sylvie Faucheux, Universite de Versailles, former president of the
European Society for Ecological Economics.
See http://www.interjournals.com/ijsd.htm for subscription details.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
NEW BOOK by: Fred Luks
“Postmoderne Umweltpolitik?
Sustainable Development, Steady-State und die >Entmachtung der Ökonomik<”
“(Postmodern Environmental Policy? Sustainable Development, Steady-State, and
the >Dethronement of Economics<)”

Abstract

Sustainable development, in its ecological dimension, implies the constancy of
"natural capital". Ecological economics tries to take into account natural science for
the analysis of this problem. Herman Daly, one of the most imporant authors of this
paradigm, posutulates ecological, ethical and economic limits to growth. He assumes
the objective relevance of ecological limits to economic activities. He calls for
reducing and stabilizing the matter-energy-throughput (scale) on a sustainable and
eventually optimal level. The goal is a steady-state, i.e. a physically stationary
economy. This approach, however, is not sufficient: a naive realism concerning
"natural limits to growth" cannot be adequate for scientific contributions to a
sustainable development. What is needed is an approach that takes seriously the
complex problems of uncertainty and ignorance and that makes it possible to secure
development potentials. This "postmodern" approach is based on the fact that the
"modern" project of controlling nature has definitely failed. This situation raises not
only economic but also meta-economic questions.
Published at Metropolis-Verlag, Marburg, 2000 (in German): See
http://www.metropolis-verlag.de/cgilocal/katalog.cgi?sw=data&datei=d292&bottom=neu for details.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
Recently published:
Three articles on the project “work and ecology” (in German language)
by:
Joachim SPANGENBERG, Ines OMANN, Fritz HINTERBERGER (all SERI)
and Sebastian BRANDL
Published in the issue 2/200 of the journal “Perspektiven ds” (ISSN 0939-3013),
See www.schueren-verlag.de and click “Zeitschriften” for more info on this journal.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
FOR DOWNLOAD NOW:
Lecture series "Sustainable Europe" featured:
28th June 2000 at 06:00 p.m., Vienna, Cafe Griensteidl
Wolfgang Sachs (Wuppertal Institute):
„Welche Globalisierung ist zukunftsfähig?“
Information on this lecture evening and the link to download the paper can
be found at http://www.seri.at/se/se1.htm (in German only).

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
For more information about these and other publications please visit:
www.seri.at/engpublic.htm.
===============================================================

Links + Other:
News about other activities, hints and advice on dates, workshops etc..
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Conference announcement: Towards Sustainable Product Design 5
on 23rd and 24th October 2000 at the Design Center Stuttgart in Germany,
co-organized by econcept, Cologne, and the Centre for Sustainable
Design, UK .
The conference leaflet (as a pdf file with acrobat reader and print choosing
the option 'shrink to fit') at www.econcept.org
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
CALL FOR PAPERS
for the Annual Meeting of the Austrian Economic Association (NOeG)
May 17 to 18, 2001, in Graz/Austria
Special Topic
New Challenges for Europe: Structure, Location and Sustainability Europe is facing
rapid changes of its economic, institutional and political environment:
Global competitiveness requires a fundamental redesign of the structure of industries
and regions. The European Union agreed in the Treaty of Amsterdam on sustainable
development as a guideline for policy design. Enlargement of the European Union
implies a relocation of economic activities.
We want to evaluate the potential of these issues in the context of structural change,
economic geography and sustainable development.
Special Award for Young Economists
The Austrian Economic Association offers a prize of ATS 10.000 for outstanding
papers presented at the meeting for economists of age 35 or less.
Call for Papers under "Annual Conferences" at http://www.noeg.ac.at.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

TIP: 10th Fair of Practical Utopias
Città di Castello (Pg), Italy, 5. - 8. October 2000
This year’s theme is:
Feeling and touching, risk and trust
- Senses for the ecological conversion and for human co-existence
The Pratical Utopias Agency promotes and presents experiences and solutions of an
ecological conversion of economy and society.
See http://www.krenet.it/A/utoprac/ for more.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
EXPO 2000 Symposium:
“Efficiency through Management of Resources: Green Productivity Programs in
SME's”
September 1st, 2000 - September 5th, 2000 in Hannover and Magdeburg/Germany
Efficiency through Management of Resources: Green Productivity Programs in
SMEs - this is the topic the EXPO 2000 Symposium on 1-5 September will address.
The constantly evolving globalization of industry demands that enterprises, which are
or want to become globally active, orient themselves toward international standards
relating to the quality of their products and environmental protection.
For details on the EXPO 2000 Symposium please click: http://expo-foe.iff.fhg.de/.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
News on: The Global Change Magazine, Oakland, CA, USA
Global Change seeks to familiarize the public with the issues associated with climate
change and ozone depletion.
The Global Change Electronic Edition's "Latest Postings" page at
http://globalchange.org/current.htm has been updated with a large set of links to
recently posted material elsewhere on the web.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
News on the Centre for Science and Environment (CSE), New Delhi/India

The Centre for Science and Environment is one of India’s leading environmental
NGOs with a deep interest in sustainable natural resource management. CSE’s
strategy of "knowledge based activism" has won it wide respect and admiration for
the quality of its campaigns, research and publications which are trying to bring
about change in an extremely difficult situation.
Check the newly redesigned CSE homepage at http://www.cseindia.org.
There you have also the opportunity to subscribe CSE’s electronic news bulletin.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
For other interesting links click below:
http://www.seri.at/englinks.htm
===============================================================

GOING ON IN VIENNA
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
In the next days, SERI is starting a new series: The SERI brownbag seminar. In a
loose series of lectures, we want to discuss our own work and that of our colleagues.
Please bring your own lunch bag! Location: SERIs office in Vienna.
The brownbag series are starting with a lecture by:
Niki Rosinski (Uni Lueneburg) on Sustainable Finance.
Date and time: 30th August 2000 at 12 noon
Abstract
Sustainable Finance discusses aspects of the environment, the society and financial
markets. It comprises all themes of sustainable development of interest for financial
markets, i.e. for demand and supply as well as for the inter-action of actors on the
financial market. Niki's work asks especially for the chances for enterprises which
areise from a sustainable development.
Niki's thesis is that enterprises can create for themselves comparative advantages if
they strategically orient their business toward sustainable development. A main
factor here is the interaction of supply and demand on financial markets. If they are
influenced by considerations of sustainability, the interaction of supply and demand
for financial products will work as a catalyst for a transition toward a sustainable
development. Hence the core of the argument is what are the main factors to
integrate sustainable development into the decision system of the actors on financial
markets.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Another brownbag seminar will feature David Stein, giving a presentation on the
sustainability of shipping:
Date and time: 12th September 2000 at 12 noon
Abstract
Exploring ways to use inland shipping as an alternative to road freight
Basically, I wish to focus on the various categories which could make inland shipping
more attractive to higher road traffic. With the aid of internet on-line tracking, inland
shipping schedules could be made to be more reliable. However, this technology
needs to be combined with other measures to make inland shipping more
marketable. Such measures include institutional measures, infrastructural measures
and financial measures that will ensure a competitive advantage for inland shipping.
Other possibilities, such as industrial concentration could make inland shipping a
more fair competitor with road transport. A land-use study would also be included in
this study. Inland shipping could therefore be made into a "sustainable" alternative
for accomodating higher transport demand.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
In co-operation with the "Ökosoziales Forum Wien" (see www.oesfo.at/wien; only in
German) we are planning a series of lectures for experts in Sustainable
development.
The organizers plan a high profile of advertisement (including interviews for diverse
media etc.) and innovative concepts for presentation
(special location, frame-Programme etc.).
The NEXT LECTURE will feature:
Mathis Wackernagel (Redefining Progress, San Francisco)
Title of his presentation:
“Der ökologische Fußabdruck: ein Quantensprung zur Nachhaltigkeit.“
Date and time: 05th September 2000, 6pm
Location: the elephant house of Vienna’s zoo (!!!)

FORTHCOMING LECTURE:
29th November 2000:
Pentti Malaska (Finland Futures Research Institute, Turku)
”New avenues for progress and conflicts in the information society.”

For more on the lectures surf to: www.seri.at/se.
The lectures will be continued in 2001.
===============================================================
These were our messages and news for this month. Please don’t hesitate to
contact us for detailed information on our projects and for possibilities in
co-operation and partnership. It’s a challenge to start an interactive
dialogue of exchanging experiences. You are all invited to participate in
this process.
===============================================================
SERI is the first "virtual" research institute with associated researchers
all over Europe. If you want to get more detailed information on the
Institute and its members please visit our website: http://www.seri.at.
The Sustainable Europe Research Institute, together with a supporting legal
association, exists since September 1999 according to Austrian Law. The
headquarters have been established in Vienna. We would like to invite you to
participate in this undertaking.
The Sustainable Europe Research Institute (SERI) is a Pan-European think
tank aiming to explore sustainable development options for European
societies. SERI's research agenda and methodology is based on previous work
carried out by Friends of the Earth and the Wuppertal Institute. The
Institute aims to develop the concept of environmental space and shows ways
to substantially reduce the resource throughput of modern industrial
societies. The research carried out by members of SERI supports the dialogue
within European civil society. It specifically aims to further develop the
exchange of ideas between environmental citizens organisations, governments,
trade unions and industry.
The scientific dialogue SERI aims to engender is supported by its web page
and this newsletter, conferences, meetings as well as publications.
===============================================================
Please contribute to our FORUM: “What do we expect from a Sustainable Europe
Research Institute?” at: http://www.seri.at/forum/index.html.
===============================================================
surf to: www.seri.at

mail to: info@seri.at
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
How to find us:
For details surf to www.seri.at/engstart.htm and click “how to find us.”
===============================================================
NOTICE:
You are receiving this InfoMail because you indicated an interest in SERI's
activities.
Please tell friends and colleagues about SERI and its work. Anyone can sign
up the InfoMail for a free subscription.
If you have any suggestions to improve our InfoMail please let us know.
If you would prefer not to receive our InfoMail, please send an EMail with
the subject unsubscribe to info@seri.at.
Have a nice day – your SERI-Team.
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