Dear Friends and colleagues:
The Vienna Sustainable Europe Research Institute (SERI) welcomes you to
the summer edition (06/00) of our monthly published SERI InfoMail.
You are receiving this InfoMail because you indicated an interest in
SERI's activities.
For unsubscribe information see the end of this InfoMail.
The SERI team wishes you a pleasant reading and we hope you’ll find some
topics of interest in our InfoMail.
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SERI-News: General news from SERI and SERI members
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
SERI moved into new office rooms (same building) and has a new Tel./Fax number.
The correct address is now: Schwarzspanierstr. 4/8, A-1090 Vienna/Austria
The fax number will soon change to: +43-1-969 07 28
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
Event review: SUSTAINABLE EUROPE LECTURE SERIES
At the 28th of June the first lecture of the sustainable Europe lecture series has
been held at Café Griensteidl in Vienna. About 30 people came to hear the lecture
of Wolfgang Sachs (Wuppertal Institute for Climate, Environment, Energy;
Germany) and to discuss the topic "How Sustainable Is Globalisation".
A Paper of Wolfgang Sachs with the content of the lecture ("Wie zukunftsfähig ist
Globalisierung")
(in
German
only)
can
be
downloaded
at:
http://www.wupperinst.org/Publikationen/wp.html .
A little documentation (with photographs) can be found at www.seri.at/SE/SE1.htm .
The next lecture will feature Mathis Wackernagel and take place at the elephant
house of Vienna's zoo. See: www.seri.at/SE for further details.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
SERI’s SCIENTIFIC BOARD MEMBERS (update)
During the last weeks the following scientists have agreed to become members of
the scientific board of SERI:
Prof. Sylvie Faucheux
Université de Versailles, Versailles (France)

Prof. Richard Norgaard
University of California, Energy and Resources Group, Berkeley (USA)
To visit the website showing the members of the SERI scientific board please
click: www.seri.at/engscieadv.htm.
===============================================================
Project-Overview: News from our projects, our other work and new research fields
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
NEW SERI PROJECT
A new project started. On behalf of the Austrian province of Carinthia, SERI will
investigate the chances of policies for eco-efficiency on the level of European
Regions. This work is intended to prepare the 5th Environmental Conference of
Regional Ministers and Political Leaders in the EU next year.
An outline of the proposal will be available at www.seri.at/regions.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
DRAFT REPORTS FROM 2 PROJECTS
In the projects on eco-mediation and congestion SERI presented draft reports,
which will soon be available on our website.
See www.seri.at/mediation and www.seri.at/congestion for details.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
For detailed information about SERI’s projects please surf to:
www.seri.at/engprojects.htm.
===============================================================
Friends: Seri and ... (News about co-operation and partnerships)
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Cooperation between SERI and ProSus – University of Oslo
“SUSTAINABLE CONSUMPTION IN A GLOBALIZING WORLD”
From 2 - 4 of June a Symposium on "Sustainable Consumption in a Globalizing
World", organized by ProSus - University of Oslo, was held in Oslo, Norway.

The SERI members Fritz Hinterberger, Stefan Giljum and Sylvia Lorek together with
Doris Fuchs from the University of Twente, Netherlands and Hartmut Stiller from the
Wuppertal Institute, Germany, were invited to present their proposal for a research
project on the same theme to researchers from various institutes in Norway.
For more information on the planned project see:
www.seri.at/globalisation/plannedprojects/suscon.htm.
As some Norwegian researchers are also focusing their work on the different
aspects of "Sustainable Household Consumption", the possibilities of further cooperations have been discussed at the symposium. As a first step it has been
agreed to organize a workshop on "Indicators and Models of Sustainable
Consumption" in November this year, taking place at the University of Twente. This
workshop is supposed to be an important milestone on the way to the submission of
an RTD project on Sustainable Consumption in the 5th framework program of the
EU in 2001.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
SERI would like to invite young post-doc researchers intending to apply for Marie
Curie Fellowships to work with SERI or members of the SERI network in other parts
of Europe. See www.cordis.lu/improving/src/hp_mcf.htm for more, or try the links
below for detailed information:
http://www.cordis.lu/improving/src/hp_ncp.htm
http://www.cordis.lu/improving/src/mc_tsf_pg.htm
http://improving-mcf.sti.jrc.it/project/
http://www.mariecurie.org/
http://www.cordis.lu/tmr/src/grants1.htm
===============================================================
Selected publications: Book reviews and announcements from SERI members and
related writers and publishers
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
NEW PAPER BY: Sonja KLINGERT (www.seri.at/ske.htm)
“A Sustainable Consumption Scenario in a System Dynamics Model”
Abstract
Since the introduction of the sustainability concept by the Brundtland-Commission in
1987 it has been the starting point for a strand of projects trying to find a way
towards ecologically healthy societies that at the same time foster economic wellbeing, intergenerational and intragenerational justice. This paper stresses the
relationship between the economy and the environment, the target of social justice

is dealt only in the sense that the well-being of the European population is an object
of the presented scenarios. The third world problematic is left aside.
The strategy of changing use patterns to reach above dematerialization goal can be
operationalized by a change of the structure of demand. This leads to the following
questions: How can such a change of the structure of demand influence
environmental as well as economic variables from a dynamic and system oriented
point of view? What will happen to the well-being of the population: Wيll it decline
continuously, remain steady, or even rise in the long run? To what extent will the
intended savings of material input by above substitutions be eaten up by rebound
and/or other dynamic effects? And of course: How about the job situation in the
affected sectors?
This paper shows by using a system dynamics model that for the domain of
consumption the exploitation of the technical service capacity can be raised to a
degree which is necessary to reach the factor 10 goal of dematerialization, that is
the object of a 90-percent reduction of the material input into the economy. The
economic consequences are a stop of the growth of manufacturing output in energy
terms but a higher level of employment as in the reference run as well as a still
continuing rise of the service availability for the population.
Extended abstract and download: www.seri.at/suecons.htm
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
NEW PAPER BY: Sylvia LOREK and Joachim SPANGENBERG
“Indicators for Environmentally Sustainable Household Consumption”
Abstract
The objective of this paper is to identify those areas of consumption, in which
private households can make significant contributions to environmental
sustainability, and to present a transparent and comprehensive set of indicators for
them.
The analysis of the environmental impacts of households focuses on consumption
clusters that permit to depict different life spheres of private households. Two
criteria guided the investigation of the relevance of these clusters:
· The significance of the consumption cluster, and
· The potential influence of households.
Resource consumption was chosen as simplified, but reliable representation of
environmental pressure dynamics. Growing resource consumption goes together
with growing environmental pressures and vice versa, although not necessarily
proportionally. The key resources analysed are energy and material consumption,
and land use.
To download abstract and paper click: http://www.seri.at/lorekspangenberg.htm

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
REPLY to Erik Gawel’s critique in the journal Konjunkturpolitik.
“The economics of dematerialisation: Is it an economic concept?”
A reply to Erik Gawel (In German)
By Friedrich HINTERBERGER, Fred LUKS and Marcus STEWEN
If a reduction of material flows will be put into practice, some critics predict the
decline of the market economy. In his critique in this journal (Konjunkturpolitik
2/1998, 173ff), Erik Gawel argues more differentiated, but not free of
misunderstandings. Gawel draws a quite too simple picture of the relationship
between the economics of material flows and neoclassical environmental
economics. Furthermore, Gawels arguments on the goal of dematerialisation, on its
efficiency and political implementation are discussed.
Now published in: Konjunkturpolitik, Vol 45 (1999): pp. 358-375
To view the online-edition of the journal click:
http://www.diw.de/Konjunkturpolitik/english/Welcome.html
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
NEW PUBLICATIONS by Daniel MITTLER:
“Nietzsche: an environmentalist!? A footnote on an emerging debate”
Submission to The Philosophers Magazine
Nietzsche has, often tragically, meant many things to different people. He has been
construed as a proto-fascist, but has also served as the guardian angle of Postmodernism. Most recently, Nietzsche was declared to be a (proto -)
environmentalist by Max O. Hallman (1991), Betz (1989) and Krebbs (1989). Here
is a look at some of the reasons why Nietzsche may be considered to be "green".
But there is also a strong set of objections. […]
You can download this submission at http://www.seri.at/dme.htm.
Also have a look at http://www.philosophers.co.uk/.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
“Reclaiming Our Genes”
Daniel Mittler interviewed Vandana Shiva
Indian environmentalist Vandana Shiva is an "international green star" (Observer).
A winner of the Right Livelihood Award, dubbed the "alternative Nobel prize" she

fights against corporate control and for local communities to be in charge of their
local resources. She is fighting for environmental justice.
The latest area threatened by corporate take over is the very stuff of life: the genetic
codes of plants, animals and even humans. Shiva opposes patents which give
exclusive access rights to genetic material. She calls these patents on life
‘biopiracy’. Through them, Western multinationals gain control over the genetic
resources preserved and enhanced by Third World communities over generations.
Whilst the companies reap the profits, the risks are born by the communities. Shiva
argues that this is unjust. Local communities must regain control over their own
livelihoods.
Product, which is launching its campaign for environmental justice in this issue (see
Box), spoke to Vandana when she visited Scotland last year. Read her views on
biotechnology in Scotland and what it means to be an environmentalist. […]
To read the complete
http://www.seri.at/dme.htm.

interview
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to

Daniel

Mittlers
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at:

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
Publications by Fritz HINTERBERGER:
Recent publications and working papers of Fritz Hinterberger, president of SERI,
can be found at: www.hinterberger.com/Fritz/index.htm
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
For more information about these and other publications please visit:
www.seri.at/engpublic.htm.
===============================================================
Links + Other: News about other activities, hints and advice on dates, workshops
etc..
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
DID YOU KNOW THAT
E-Mail increases productivity?
According to a study by the US market research company Ferris is it possible
to save up to 326 hours time and reduce expenses of 9.000 USD per
employee and year by using electronic communication.
The saving of 326 hours means the saving of 13.000 USD. The study considered
the time for personal and spam mails with 115 hours and 4.000 USD.

And the result doesn’t even contain the not to quantify benefits of e-mail
correspondence like the faster communication during decision-making.
Unfortunately, the increase in efficiency does NOT reduce working time (or even
time spent for written conversation).
See www.ferris.com for details on this study.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
NEWS ON:
“THE HUNGER SITE” AND “THE RAINFOREST SITE”
The Hunger Site (www.thehungersite.com) is the world's first "click-to-donate" site
where more than 65 million visitors have donated more than 7,700 metric tons of
free food to help feed the hungry. They have done this by visiting The Hunger Site
daily and simply clicking a button. The donations of staple food, paid for by The
Hunger Site's sponsors, are distributed to the world's hunger hot-spots by the
United Nations World Food Programme.
The Rainforest Site (www.therainforestsite.com) was founded May 1, 2000 to help
protect our environment. Visitors to The Rainforest Site can save a free area of
rainforest with the "click of a button." These donations, distributed by The Nature
Conservancy, are paid for by The Rainforest Site's sponsors. The Rainforest Site
was founded by GreaterGood.com, which also operates The Hunger Site.
To click the buttons and to get more information on this projects surf to:
http://www.thehungersite.com/ and to http://www.therainforestsite.com/.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
51st CONFERENCE OF IAES IN ATHENS/GREECE
The International Atlantic Economic Society will be hosting its 51st conference in
Athens, Greece, 13-20 March 2001.
On behalf of IAES President, Allan H. Meltzer, and IAES Vice President, Robert A.
Mundell.
Participants are invited to present a paper or organize a session at the conference.
The Distinguished Address will be presented by Elhanan Helpman, Tel Aviv
University, Israel.
University and government economists from over 40 countries will gather to discuss
a wide array of topics.
Additional information on the conference can be found on the IAES web page
at: http://www.iaes.org/conferences/future/athens_51/index.htm.

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
NEWS ON: IMUG
(Institut für Markt-Umwelt-Gesellschaft e.V., Hannover/Germany)
Das Institut für Markt - Umwelt - Gesellschaft ist ein praxisorientiertes
Forschungsinstitut. Das imug will durch seine wissenschaftlichen Arbeiten ein
gesellschaftlich und ökologisch verantwortliches Handeln aller an wirtschaftlichen
Entscheidungen Beteiligten fördern.
Das Forschungsinteresse des imug konzentriert sich auf die Frage, wie
gesellschaftliche und ökologische Interessen in Marktprozessen stärkere
Berücksichtigung finden können.
Das wichtigste Projekt des imug ist der „sozial-ökologische
Unternehmenstest“.
For details on the tested companies and on the institute click: www.imug.de
(in German only).
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
HOLIDAY SPECIAL
After a hard year of working everyone needs time for recreation. The summerholiday is the best opportunity to relax with your family, your partner or just on
yourself.
If you plan to spent your summer-holiday somewhere on Europe’s beaches, SERI
has for you the important information on bathing water quality.
Below you find the official and very detailed website of the European Commission
about the water quality in the European Union:
Click http://europa.eu.int/water/cgi-bin/bw.pl to check your destination.
The SERI team wishes you and your family a pleasant and relaxing summer-holiday
2000.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
For other interesting links click below:
http://www.seri.at/englinks.htm
===============================================================
GOING ON IN VIENNA:

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Fritz Hinterberger invites to:
A lecture by Niki Rosinski (Uni Lueneburg) on Green Finance.
Date: 31st August 2000
Details to follow at:
http://www.hinterberger.com/Bureau/deutschprogramm.htm .
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
LECTURE SERIES "SUSTAINABLE EUROPE"
In co-operation with the "Ökosoziales Forum Wien" (see www.oesfo.at/wien; only in
German) we are planning a series of lectures for experts in Sustainable
development.
The organizers plan a high profile of advertisement (including interviews for diverse
media etc.) and innovative concepts for presentation (special location, frameprogramme etc.).
FORTHCOMING LECTURES:
05th September 2000:
Mathis Wackernagel (Redefining Progress, San Francisco):
“Der ökologische Fußabdruck: ein Quantensprung zur Nachhaltigkeit.“

This event will take place at the elephant house of Vienna's zoo.
See: www.seri.at/SE for further details.

29th November 2000:
Pentti Malaska (Finland Futures Research Institute, Turku):
”New avenues for progress and conflicts in the information society.”
The lectures will be continued in 2001.
===============================================================
These were our messages and news for this month. Please don’t hesitate to contact
us for detailed information on our projects and for possibilities in co-operation and

partnership. It’s a challenge to start an interactive dialogue of exchanging
experiences. You are all invited to participate in this process.
===============================================================
SERI is the first "virtual" research institute with associated researchers all over
Europe. If you want to get more detailed information on the Institute and its
members please visit our website: http://www.seri.at.
The Sustainable Europe Research Institute, together with a supporting legal
association, exists since September 1999 according to Austrian Law. The
headquarters have been established in Vienna. We would like to invite you to
participate in this undertaking.
The Sustainable Europe Research Institute (SERI) is a Pan-European think tank
aiming to explore sustainable development options for European societies. SERI's
research agenda and methodology is based on previous work carried out by
Friends of the Earth and the Wuppertal Institute. The Institute aims to develop the
concept of environmental space and shows ways to substantially reduce the
resource throughput of modern industrial societies. The research carried out by
members of SERI supports the dialogue within European civil society. It specifically
aims to further develop the exchange of ideas between environmental citizens
organisations, governments, trade unions and industry.
The scientific dialogue SERI aims to engender is supported by its web page and
this newsletter, conferences, meetings as well as publications.
===============================================================
Please contribute to our FORUM: “What do we expect from a Sustainable Europe
Research Institute?” at: http://www.seri.at/forum/index.html.
===============================================================
surf to: www.seri.at
mail to: info@seri.at
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
How to find us:
For details surf to www.seri.at/engstart.htm and click “how to find us.”
===============================================================
NOTICE:
You are receiving this InfoMail because you indicated an interest in SERI's
activities.

Please tell friends and colleagues about SERI and its work. Anyone can sign up the
InfoMail for a free subscription.
If you have any suggestions to improve our InfoMail please let us know.
If you would prefer not to receive our InfoMail, please send an EMail with the
subject unsubscribe to info@seri.at.
Have a nice day – your SERI-Team.
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