Dear Friends and colleagues:
Welcome to the March/April issue (03/00) of our monthly published
SERI InfoMail.
You are receiving this InfoMail because you indicated an interest in
SERI's activities.
For unsubscribe information see the end of this InfoMail.
The SERI team wishes you a pleasant reading and we hope you’ll find some
topics of interest in our InfoMail.
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SERI-News: General news from SERI and SERI members
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Personalia:
Fritz Hinterberger was elected as a member of the administrative council of the
European Society for Ecological Economics (ESEE).
See www.c3ed.uvsq.fr/esee for details on this organisation.
He is also a member of the editorial board of the International Journal of
Sustainable Development (IJSD).
Click http://www.c3ed.uvsq.fr/commun/Revues/IJSD/accueil.htm for more
information on IJSD.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
WDL-EDL Dr. Michael FRÖHLICH is engaged in clean air planning according to
German and European standards.

Subjects of current and completed projects are described by the following key
words:
• air pollution / air pollutants
• air quality criteria
• epidemiology
• assessment of ecological damage
• abatement strategy
• indicator
Due to this extensive experiences in abatement strategies and pollution control,
also the disadvantages of end of pipe strategies are subject of our work.
Reference:
Ministerium für Umwelt, Raumordnung und Landwirtschaft NRW (Hrsg.):
Luftreinhalteplanung in Nordrhein Westfalen, Bericht zur Luftgüteüberwachung
Wuppertal, Düsseldorf 1996
("Clean air plan Wuppertal" published by the North Rhine Westphalia state
environmental ministry)
Contact: www.seri.de/mfe.htm
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
SERI goes BERLIN:
We are currently negotiating with the Heinrich Boell Foundation to organize
a SERI lecture series in Berlin. More about this in our next InfoMail.
For more on the Heinrich Böll Foundation click: http://www.boell.de/index1.html.
===============================================================

Project-Overview: News from our projects, our other work and new research fields
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
News from the Pathfinder project:
Pathfinder – Developing new strategic targets for the sustainable societies
programme of Friends of the Earth
Starting from the need that the sustainability debate lacks momentum and strategy,
the European network of Friends of the Earth has started a process that will revive
the concept of a sustainable Europe and bring it back onto the agenda of the groups
of Friends of the Earth.
A meeting of several people from Friends of the Earth and the Sustainable Europe
Research Institute was recently held in Vienna to identify key issues of the
transatlantic dialogue. One of those will be the debate about ecological debts that

refer to the unpaid costs of depleting natural resources in southern countries by
northern economics and the damages the northern behaviour causes in the south.
There is the idea of using these ecological debts to compensate for financial debts
of those countries, and as it was seen that to quantify the ecological debts is a very
hard task, the approach will serve for a lot of discussion during the pathfinder
process and be highly interesting also for the SERI. The meeting also discussed the
problem of how to newly communicate the ideas of the Sustainable Europe Study
since the basics are still widely valid and we potentially just need a new packaging.
Over the next three months, a concept will be developed how the discussion can be
done effectively in the network of Friends of the Earth, and this concept not only
includes the content related subjects of sustainability but in particular develops
methods and tools for the facilitation of the discussion itself. As a first step, it will be
investigated how such a low-hierarchy system like FoE can develop common
positions in general and serve as capacity building tool for itself. Then special
implications of the key issues of a sustainability debate will be examined in how far
the contents influence the methods of the debate, and in a later stage different tools
and a facilitation concept will be developed.
The debate will have its heart on a comprehensive web site that will also serve as a
sustainability database for the SERI. The network-wide debate itself will start in
autumn with a transatlantic workshop where representatives from Latin American
groups and institutions that are involved in the sustainable Latin America process
and European FoE groups. The SERI works as a scientific backup for the
preparation of the process and gives advice and makes the scientific data available.
The minutes of the meeting are available.
For further request contact jan.kowalzig@bund.net or see
http://www.seri.at/pathfinder.htm.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
BEYOND GROWTH – Nachhaltige Entwicklung versus Wirtschaftswachstum?
In cooperation with the Heinrich Böll Stiftung SERI is working out a publication
containing the contributions of the conference participants. This collection will come
out as a special edition of the journal “Politische Ökologie.”
See www.seri.at/beyond-growth.htm for more (in German only).
For details on the journal “Politische Ökologie”
surf to: http://www.oekom.de/german/poe/index.html.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
A list of links on the topic
http://www.seri.at/congestion.htm.

of

traffic

congestion

now

available

at:

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

For detailed information about SERI’s projects please surf to:
www.seri.at/engprojects.htm.
===============================================================

Friends: Seri and ... (News about co-operation and partnerships)
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
SERI would like to invite young post-doc researchers intending to apply for Marie
Curie Fellowships to work with SERI or members of the SERI network in other parts
of Europe. See www.cordis.lu/improving/src/hp_mcf.htm for details.
===============================================================

Selected publications: Book reviews and announcements from SERI members and
related writers and publishers.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
New Paper for the:
3rd Biennial Conference of the European Society for Ecological Economics (ESEE)
Vienna, 3. - 6. May 2000
Transitions Towards a Sustainable Europe
Ecology - Economy – Policy
CRITERIA FOR QUALITIY ASSESSMENT OF MCE-METHODS:
By:
Bert Droste-Franke, University of Stuttgart, Stuttgart, Germany, Andrea De Montis,
Università di Cagliari, Cagliari, Italy, Ines Omann, Karl-Franzens Universitaet, Graz,
Austria, Sigrid Stagl, Vienna University of Economics and Business Administration,
Vienna, Austria, Pasquale De Toro, Università di Napoli "Federico II", Napoli, Italy

Abstract
Multicriteria decision aid (MCDA) methods are used to support decision making in
case of problems where conflicting economic, environmental, societal, technical,
and aesthetic objectives are involved. This is why MCDA is increasingly applied for
questions concerning sustainable development.
MCDA methods differ in the way the idea of multiple criteria is operationalised. In
particular each method shows its own properties with respect to the way of
assessing criteria, the application and computation of weights, the mathematical
algorithm utilised, the model to describe the system of preferences of the individual

facing decision-making, the level of uncertainty embedded in the data set and the
ability for stakeholders to participate in the process.
This paper investigates the differences between four MCDA methods by use of
case studies: AHP, NAIADE, MAUT, and MOP/GP. The aim of this study is: (a) to
develop a list of criteria on which MCDA methods can be compared in context of a
certain application, and (b) to compare the four methods by use of the developed
criteria in order to identify strengths and weaknesses of these methods with regard
to dealing with sustainability issues. As a result guidelines to MCDA users for
choosing the method, that best suits the requirements of the decision-making
problem at hand, are presented.
The paper can be downloaded as a pdf-file at:
http://www35.kfunigraz.ac.at/vwlwww/omann/forschung.htm#forsch
For more information on the ESEE conference click:
http://speth08.wu-wien.ac.at/esee2000/html/frameset.html
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
NEW PAPER BY:
Joachim H. SPANGENBERG, Ines OMANN, Friedrich HINTERBERGER:
Sustainability, growth and employment in an alternative European economic policy.
Theory, policy and scenarios for employment and the environment.
Abstract:
Sustainability as described in Agenda 21 has four dimensions: the social, economic,
environmental and (only implicit in Agenda 21) the institutional one, reflected in the
four categories of indicators chosen by the CSD.
Whereas we have dealt with the institutional and the economic dimension in some
detail, this paper focuses on the linkages between economic development (i.e..
growth), employment and the environmental impact. It is based on the insights
gained in a research project on "labour and the environment" funded by the German
trade union's Hans-Boeckler-Foundation.
The paper develops quantitative conditions for both ecological and social
sustainability and presents a scenario, which is modelled by means of a
macroeconomic simulation tool (PANTA RHEI) which shows how both can be
reached at the same time.
To download the paper click:
www.barkhof.unibremen.de/kua/memo/europe/euromemo/Spangenberg21_02_00.PDF
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Also for download now:
Friedrich HINTERBERGER, Ines OMANN, Simon SCHMITZ,
Joachim SPANGENBERG
"Ein ökologisch-soziales Nachhaltigkeitsszenario für Deutschland -Theoretische
Grundlagen und empirische Ergebnisse."
Ein Beitrag für die Klausurtagung der AG Stoffströme der Vereinigung für
Ökologische Ökonomie in Weimar, 25.-27.10. 1999.
(Erscheint in einem von Susanne Hartard und Carsten Stahmer
herausgegebenen Band beim Metropolis Verlag, Marburg.)
For download go to: http://www.seri.at/weimar.pdf (pdf-File, 119 Kb, in German
only).
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
FOR DOWNLOAD NOW:
Vienna evenings on ecological economic policy featured:
16.3.00: Marcus Stewen (Universität Mainz):
Inputorientierte Umweltpolitik – von der Idee zur Umsetzung

Abstract
An overview about different points of departure and strategies for a policy of
material flows is presented. Beside strategies which focus on particular substances,
the absolute reduction of material flows (dematerialization) is more and more
accepted in political processes as an economic goal. Public Choice Analysis
provides the insight into important barriers for an implantation of an input-orientated
environmental policy. Therefore, institutional reforms of political processes are
discussed.

See
http://www.hinterberger.com/Bureau/deutschprogramm.htm
information.

for

more

To download the paper click:
http://www.hinterberger.com/bureau/stewen160300.pdf (85 KB, in German only).

**********************

ALSO AVAILABLE:

24.2.00: Suhita Osorio-Peters (ZEW, Mannheim):
Theorie der Regulation und ihre Anwendung in der Analyse von Umweltproblemen
Abstract
In this paper, we address some fundamental questions concerning the search for an
analytical frame for the assessment of the contribution of nature to economical
development and specifically the role of nature as a productive factor in industries.
We assume that the different capital stocks (e.g. natural and industrial capital) are
intrinsically linked. The task is to highlight and analyse the mutual effects between
industrial and natural capital in their historical context in order to be able to draw
conclusions about their structural interdependencies. To examine the long-term
influence of capital decisions in industry on natural capital (of a country, a region, a
sector) and vice-versa, we will use a system-analytical approach which is known as
the "theory of regulation". In contrast to the neo-classical theory, which deals with
the analysis of short-term economic processes, the theory of regulation aims at an
explanation of the long-term development of economic systems. The initial
hypothesis of this approach, its main methodological orientations and their suitability
for the analysis of the issue at stake are the main topics of this paper. Our intention
is to stimulate the development of an alternative to the (in our opinion methodically
unsatisfactory) approach of placing the decrease in natural capital (external effects)
in the centre of the discussion. We believe that the upward revaluation of natural
capital as a source of economic wealth is suited for elaborating the benefits of an
intensive strategy with respect to the utilisation of natural resources.

The paper is for download as pdf-file at:
http://www.hinterberger.com/Bureau/osorio.pdf.

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
COMING SOON:
Chinese Edition of “Ecological Economic Policy”
By Friedrich HINTERBERGER, Fred LUKS and Marcus STEWEN
After the German edition ("Oekologische Wirtschaftspolitik", Birkhaeuser,
Berlin/Basel/Boston) and Italian edition ("Economia, Ecologia, Politica; Edizioni
Ambiente, Milano 1999), a Chinese translation of the book "Ecological Economic
Policy" will be published at the end of 2000. It will be edited by the Dongbei

University of Finance & Economics Press Dalian City, Liaoning 116025, P.R.China
and will be distributed in the first printrun with 2000 copies.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
REVIEW ON:
Wolfgang Sachs’s book “Planet Dialectics, explorations in environment and
development”, London, Zed Books, 1999, pp. 226 + xiv, 14.95, 1856495086.
By Daniel MITTLER
The complete review is available at: http://www.seri.at/revieweng.htm.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
For more information about these and other publications please visit:
www.seri.at/engpublic.htm.
===============================================================

Links + Other: News about other activities, hints and advice on dates, workshops
etc..
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
ECOLOGIC:
The independent not-for-profit Centre for International & European Environmental
Research, Pfalzburger Str. 43/44, 10717 Berlin
Tel. +49 30 86 880 105; Fax: +49 30 86 880 100
Ecologic is the German partner in the Network of Institutes for European
Environmental Policy (IEEP).
For further information on ECOLOGIC surf to: http://www.greenchannel.com/ieep/ .
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
Second Biennial International Workshop

Advances in Energy Studies
Exploring Supplies, Constraints, and Strategies

Porto Venere (Italy), 23-27 May 2000

For details click: http://www.chim.unisi.it/portovenere.html
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
DID YOU KNOW THAT
SERI (Sustainable Europe Research Institute) has the same acronym than
SERI (Solar Energy Research Institute, Colorado),
operating for the U.S. Department of Energy.
This is for your information – not for your confusion.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
For other interesting links click below:
http://www.seri.at/englinks.htm
===============================================================

GOING ON IN VIENNA:
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
IFF – SERI-Lecture 2000
“Biophysical analyses of viability domains for socio-economic systems.”
Prof. Mario GIAMPIETRO (Istituto Nationale della Nutrizione, Rom)
The obvious existence of biophysical constraints affecting the viability of any
socioeconomic system can be used to develop analytical tools. These constraints
have to be linked to the characteristics of societal metabolism. To do that, it is
useful to make a distinction between exosomatic metabolism (matter and energy
flows metabolized by a society outside human body) and endosomatic metabolism.
The proposed methodological approach is based on performing in parallel various
congruence checks between endosomatic flows (linked to profiles of human time
allocation) and exosomatic flows (linked to technology and availability of natural
resources) at different hierarchical levels (society as a whole, individual economic
sectors, household level). These non-equivalent assessments of metabolism have
to be congruent, when aggregated (or averaged) on different levels - when scaling
up or scaling down - in terms of energy and human time input/output.
This makes possible to link different types of changes (e.g. improvements of
material standard of living) and effects (e.g. environmental loading) as perceived
and described on different hierarchical levels. Several examples and applications,
based on real world data, fully validated the approach, which can provide a new
perspectives on concepts such as demographic transition, carrying capacity,

optimum population, sustainable development.
Ort: IFF-Soziale Ökologie, Schottenfeldgasse 29, Seminarraum, 5. Stock
Zeit: Mittwoch 3.Mai 2000, 18:00 - 20:00 Uhr
This lecture is organized jointly with:
IFF/social ecology, Schottenfeldgasse 29, A-1070 Wien.

For more Information on IFF click http://www.univie.ac.at/iffsocec/,
or click
http://www.seri.at/iff-seri-lecture.htm
to get more information on this lecture.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
In co-operation with the "Ökosoziales Forum Wien" (see www.oesfo.at/wien; only in
German) we are planning a series of lectures for experts in Sustainable
development.
The organizers plan a high profile of advertisement (including interviews for diverse
media etc.) and innovative concepts for presentation (special location, frameprogramme etc.).
THE FIRST LECTURE WILL FEATURE:
Wolfgang Sachs (Wuppertal Institute), 28th June 2000
Title

of

his

presentation:

Welche

Globalisierung

ist

zukunftsfähig?

The series will be launched at the Oekowoche 2000, on tuesday 4th April.
For details on this event click below: (Website is in German only.)
http://empire.wuwien.ac.at/usr/aui/VKAL.nsf/Kurzbezeichnung/OEkowoche200003042000
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
Fritz Hinterberger invites to monthly "evenings on ecological economic policy" at the
Vienna office, Schwarzspanierstr. 4/7, A-1090 Wien.
These evenings are ment as informal lectures with much room for discussing the
topic as well as general SERI issues.

THE NEXT EVENT WILL FEATURE:
Michael Fröhlich (WDL-EDL, Köln):
„Das Komplexitätsdilemma am Beispiel von Luftschadstoffen.“
Date: 27. April 2000
For the abstract click: http://www.hinterberger.com/Bureau/27400.htm (in German
only).
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
For participation-details please contact Fritz Hinterberger at:
office@hinterberger.com.
===============================================================
These were our messages and news for this month. Please don’t hesitate to contact
us for detailed information on our projects and for possibilities in co-operation and
partnership. It’s a challenge to start an interactive dialogue of exchanging
experiences. You are all invited to participate in this process.
===============================================================
SERI is the first "virtual" research institute with associated researchers all over
Europe. If you want to get more detailed information on the Institute and its
members please visit our website: http://www.seri.at.
The Sustainable Europe Research Institute, together with a supporting legal
association, exists since September 1999 according to Austrian Law. The
headquarters have been established in Vienna. We would like to invite you to
participate in this undertaking.
The Sustainable Europe Research Institute (SERI) is a Pan-European think tank
aiming to explore sustainable development options for European societies. SERI's
research agenda and methodology is based on previous work carried out by
Friends of the Earth and the Wuppertal Institute. The Institute aims to develop the
concept of environmental space and shows ways to substantially reduce the
resource throughput of modern industrial societies. The research carried out by
members of SERI supports the dialogue within European civil society. It specifically
aims to further develop the exchange of ideas between environmental citizens
organisations, governments, trade unions and industry.
The scientific dialogue SERI aims to engender is supported by its web page and
this newsletter, conferences, meetings as well as publications.
===============================================================
Please contribute to our FORUM: “What do we expect from a Sustainable Europe
Research Institute?” at: http://www.seri.at/forum/index.html.

===============================================================
surf to: www.seri.at
mail to: info@seri.at

How to find us:
For details surf to www.seri.at/engstart.htm and click “how to find us.”
===============================================================
NOTICE:
You are receiving this InfoMail because you indicated an interest in SERI's
activities.
Please tell friends and colleagues about SERI and its work. Anyone can sign up the
InfoMail for a free subscription.
If you have any suggestions to improve our InfoMail please let us know.
If you would prefer not to receive our InfoMail, please send an EMail with the
subject unsubscribe to info@seri.at.
Have a nice day – your SERI-Team.
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